DearJiia, 12/21/74 

ifero is u copy of a nice and rather loutish letter I got from Peter Mhsa today 
and ray reply. I road Ida latter when it came, after lunch, and have been doing other 
things ao perhaps parts are not in mind. Howrtrer, several are clear and one will require 
30ine explaining. This is the first tine Pete lias sent me a letter after (getting a book. 
He's always phoned. And it has oiaanged isia view somewhat. 

If you want to understand tlelattcr point better, when Perry phone., ask bin what 
Pete had decided. Shis letter backs off that. It really reflects what is not uncommon 
with reporters wiio are good reporters and decent, honest mens he's agonizing. 

jTicre is really also an evaluation of the effectiveness of the book and the format, 
awing all those documents. I find it encouraging. 4 . 

Over the years 1 had a notion that the Qiaos' was fol_owing beMm me. I know that 
with WY II they did. because I as ouch as invited it with a meeting with Salisbury ana 
later with the crew he put xo work, of whoa Pete was one. I set with all but Corry. The 
manner of “-oberxs and liandlor lol t little doubt tliat they would succeed in finding 
notoing, not oven iixn thru work a.-, an index. Roberta was their archives nan. He is an 
expert at not finding when the cause requires it. ttb ia oua of those who bought the 
Oawiilu-riile picture, ior the "'otroit paper he then worked, for. Pete here goes a little 
farther in crediting me tiian I'd known. 

~ re not hoard from sal-dron m some time and A suppose lie now wants to be with his 
f cosily , so x isado the suggestion to *ote on the chgace he would approach soraeone oil the 
^uncbiy sag to try to interest then in your essay. 

iho suggestion on the Hupreae bourt situation on ;{ay/ discovery win , if he mokes 
it, carry more weight than n we make an approach. He may or may not. 1 same as close as 
I felt 1 could to asking aim. 

Certainly beaver had no interest when we spoke to him. If you've forgotten* I phoned 
him Iron your horse when the habeas corpus petition war- filed. Ho story. 

Partin’ s stories were the kind that tlifi 'fines prints, f'noae who work for the fines 
illx know tra , ■, there is more, so I tixmlc there is a chance. I ! n sure that Weaver read 
those stories because tliat ia Ma boat. 

fho story he sent me is the fines’ morgue copy so in tins I'll want it back. 

Ix is ngt tne story from the final edition. lou have that. *t is two colusms wide arid 
I think maybe a Little snorter, fiio and of both is different than the typed 4P wire 
copy Oj. *hich you have a copy, so it is a later version than the one you've just returned. 

I don't think it will comfort Ma because I don't think ha wants to bo comforted, 
but casual reference to this might at least encourage Koch a little. Haybe ho can cemo to 
see th&<, il it is the disaster he conceives it is also a disaster that is not without 
some effect. 

Whatever Ms response, if any. I'll let you know, of course. It is not at all 
unlikely that he knows people on the magazine. I think the problem there will be the 
involvement of assassinations in Pul, not now FOI. ^egardlssr, of who edits, it has 
always supported, the oiiicial fiction. It has had many such stories but not one other 
than endorsement of officiuldda. 


ht^SX, 



